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PhotoScissors is a utility that lets you remove portions of a photo. You can cut images and back-grounds to suit your preference. You might be on vacation taking photos to show your friends and neighbors when you return and, out of nowhere, here comes some clown that photobombs you. These idiots think they are cute when it fact they are nothing more than a PITA. With PhotoScissors, you open the picture, using either the red, or green sizable brush, make a mark in the area you wish to remove or retain.

Click Process and Voila! Idiot be gone. 
The red brush is for removing the background and the green for retaining the foreground. Instead of re-inventing the wheel, as it were, here’s what Teorex has to say about PhotoScissors at their site, www.photoscissors.com 
How it works

PhotoScissors back-ground removal tool can easily extract objects and remove background from photos. All you need is to draw some foreground and background and algorithm takes care of details.

Minimum Technical Skills Required

Not only is PhotoScissors very efficient in removing unwanted backgrounds from photos, the tool is also extremely easy to use. Unlike advanced graphical programs, PhotoScissors is user-friendly and straightforward clipping tool. With only basic picture editing skills you can achieve excellent results com-parable with those produced by specialized solutions.
Perfect Result in Two Minutes

The program features anti-aliasing, feathering and halo-prevention options for the best quality of the cut-out. Coupled with transparency support it allows you to obtain the best results even on complex back-grounds. 
Top Reasons to use PhotoScissors:
• Instantly remove complex background from photos

• Easily separate foreground from background

• Swap background

• No limits by image size

• Cutting out objects

• Creating isolated images with colored or transparent backgrounds 
• Remove background for eBay or Etsy listings

• Set background to any color include transparent

• Easy to get use & get started

• Preparing pictures of commodities for online shops

• Supports all popular graphic formats (PNG, JPG...)

• No technical or designer skills are required

Our presenter, “Bear” Maher, had already made a sample of a picture he has on his computer. He then went through the steps needed to modify the picture. First, of course, open the file, click on either the red or green brush, and size the brush for large swaths or fine details. Use the red brush to determine what you want to remove. The green brush is used to tell the software what to keep. Click on Process and you see the results. Not too worry, if the first attempt is not quite what you wanted, just go back and make the necessary adjustments.

After you’ve removed the unwanted portions, select a background to put in its place. Now, here’s the hook. The version Bear and I tested were trial versions. In order to save your finished work you must purchase the software at the web-site for a paltry $19.99. Click on Save As or Copy to Clipboard and you get the following message box:

“This feature is available in registered version only. Buy it now?”

There are a number of more featured applications that will do the same thing but all are expensive, complex in operation forcing a big learning curve and requires the user to have knowledge of terminology used in graphical work. Unless you’re into the professional looking finished product, if you modify many photos, for $20 you can’t go wrong. PhotoScissors is a neat utility to have on hand. It loads fast, starts fast and cost less. PhotoScissors works on both PC and Mac computers. Check it out at the link.

I’ve used the Snipping tool to copy the Menu and Side bars. Keeping with the ease of use, as you can see, both are very simple in appearance but have all the tools you need to accomplish your task.
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The side bar has the green and red brushes; an eraser and background selection tools. One is the transparent background the other opens a paint palette. You can choose from the standard palette colors or customize your own background.

The Menu bar has the standard icons you’re used to seeing in other applications. Open, Save, Undo-Redo; Zoom in/Out; full screen or normal view and Help.

[image: image2.png]



The right-pointing triangle is the Process icon. It will be grayed out until you open a photo and make modifications. Once you click on it the process begins (it’s very fast) and the original photo will be on the left pane with the finished product on the right. The X is to clear the project in the processed pane to start over. And, of course, there is a marker sizing slide bar.

PhotoScissors is another good example of a complex operation being programmed down to a few simple steps to make it as easy as pushing a button and swiping your mouse cursor over the screen.

Teorex has other graphical modifying applications, as well as, some useful utilities. Visit their website to learn more:

http://teorex.com/

You’ll be pleased to note that all their products are inexpensive. And, as is our normal request, if you purchase any of their products provide me with a brief synopsis of the software so we can pass the word onto others in our Group.
